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A Discussion on the Shape and Function of the Ceremony Shed of Song Dynasty

LI Jun-feng"’
(1. School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China;
2. School of Tourism and Planning, Pingdingshan University, Pingdingshan 467000, China)

Abstract ; The ceremony shed is originated in the ancient Chinese architectural system with an evolutionary process
in its specific meaning and function. According to the existing documentation, the ceremony shed is mainly con-
structed in the charge of authorities in Song Dynasty, and those then built during the festive seasons are extremely
spectacular in form and ornate in decoration. In spite of a slight difference in the shape, the sheds in the territory
of Song, Liao and Jin Dynasties are generally consistent. The entertainment function of the ceremony shed is most
remarkable in Song Dynasty. It can meet the needs of both the mass entertainment during the festive seasons and
the private banquet parties. The gorgeous decoration of the ceremony shed is great important for creating a festive
atmosphere, and the ceremony shed in front of hotels and shops play an important role of advertisement and propa-
ganda. In addition, with obvious political function it is also employed by emperors to create a festival atmosphere
with a view to flaunting joy with people but presenting a false appearance of peach and prosperity in fact.

Key words : Song Dynasty; ceremony shed; shape and structure; entertainment
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