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A Study on the Commonality of Architecture and Literature from the Perspective
of Social Transformation

——A case study of architecture and literature in the style of Gothic and Baroque
CUI Ying-hua' ,ZHANG Lei-fu’
(1. School of Language, Literature and Law, Xi’ an University of Architecture and Technology,

Shaanxi Xi’an 710055; 2. School of Foreign Languages, Xi’ an Aeronautical University, Shaanxi Xi’ an 710068 )

Abstract ; Studying how Gothic and Baroque, two prestigious artistic styles, spread from architecture to literature,
the paper explores the socio-historical context where the architecture and literature with their unique Gothic and Ba-
roque features come into existence. The towering and exaggerating Gothic architecture during the medieval age
flaunts actually peoples strong sense of subjectivity restrained by rationalism and this similar passion powerfully e-
merges in the Gothic literature during the Gothic Revival of the 18th century. Revealing the ups and downs of that
period, both the Baroque literature and architecture in the 17th century are richly grandiose with varied features.
Different as they are in the style, the historical context of Gothic and Baroque are both deeply rooted in a period of
social transformation, thus emphasizing upon peoples fantastic emotion and strong sense of subjectivity and encoura-
ging a rebellious spirit against classical rationalism. Engaging in a socio-historical perspective and the case analy-
sis, the paper aims to make a comparative case study of the commonality between the architecture and literature in
the style of Gothic and Baroque so as to specify their historical relations, characteristics and humanistic connota-
tions.

Key words :architecture; literature; commonality; Gothic; Baroque
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