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Lin Yutang and the Modern Confidence in Chinese Culture

PAN Shui-ping
( College of Marxism , Guangdong College of Industry and Commerce , Guangzhou 510510, China)

Abstract ; From the modern perspective of 20th century, Lin Yutang is in a sense the first person who has always
maintained a high degree of confidence in Chinese culture, which is certainly based on his consciousness of criti-
cism, reflection, understanding and identification of the essence of Chinese thought. Unfortunately, few scholars in
literary circles can really understand and pay attention to this point. With little study of Lin Yutang’ s confidence in
Chinese culture for a long time, the academic commentary on Lin Yutang’ s academic contribution seems too mech-
anized, and is inconsistent with the historical facts. At the same time, it reflects naturally that the research on Lin
Yutang is closed because of limitation, shallow due to avoidance, biased owing to oversight and confined by narrow
minded. From this point of view, it is indispensable to discuss the issue of Lin Yutang and the modern confidence
in Chinese culture, an added topic for the current academic circles. According to Lin Yutang, in the supreme wis-
dom of Chinese philosophical thinking of life there are three distinct characteristics: 1) “the lovers of peace” , Chi-
nese temperament characteristics; 2) “standing to reason without breaking the rule” , Chinese attitude towards life;
3) “devoting one’ s concern for human welfare” , Chinese art of life. In fact, a comprehensive and in-depth study
of Lin Yutang’ s academic impact and the historical fact that he has promoted the confidence in Chinese culture can
to a large extent make up for the deficient attention that the current academics pay to his academic contribution.
Moreover it can be used as a general survey and supplement inspection to look into Lin Yutang’ s high degree confi-
dence in Chinese culture.

Key words:Lin Yutang; Chinese cultural wisdom; Chinese national rejuvenation; “going global” strategy for Chi-

nese culture; the confidence in Chinese culture
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