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A Corpus-based Research on the Emotional Cognition of

the Metaphors of “Fire”
—— A case study of four great classical Chinese novels

ZHONG Rao-jian, SONG Qi
(School of Foreign Languages, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China)

Abstract : Since ancient times, fire (huo in Chinese) , one of the essential tools of human beings, has been applied
in many fields of human production and life, and also attaches rich connotation to Chinese literature. By combining
qualitative and quantitative researches, this paper establishes a self-built corpus of four classical Chinese novels and
employs MIP ( metaphor identification procedure) to identify emotion metaphors of fire in the Corpus. The findings
indicate that emotion metaphors of fire are frequently used in four great classical Chinese novels, and the largest
number of this kind of rhetoric device can be read in A Dream of Red Mansions. Additionally, metaphors of fire can
express various emotions such as anxiety, anger, delight and passion. The cognitive motivation that the metaphor
symbolizes diversified emotions is generated from the tactual experiences that fire brings about to human beings such
as scalding, burning, warming and heating. The corpus-based research on the emotion metaphors of fire in four
great classical Chinese novels is of great significance to publicize and protect Chinese traditional literature, for it
helps reveal the internal relation between fire and human emotions and deepen the understanding of characters’ e-
motions in the classics.

Key words: corpus; fire; emotion metaphors; cognitive motivation
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