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The Discourse Transformation in New China’ s 70-year Research
on the May 4" Movement

HU Jing
(School of Marxism, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550001, China)

Abstract ; With the changing of times, the discourse of the May 4" movement has developed into three different sys-
tems; revolutionary discourse, modern discourse and post-modern discourse. In different discourse systems the
“May 4" image” reflects the value identification of different times respectively. Revolutionary discourse, the logical
starting point of May 4" discourse provides a social psychological basis for the legitimacy to seize political power.
With a rational reconstruction, its modern discourse continues the moderate reflection of the New Enlightenment.
The post-modernity of the May 4™ movement’ s discourse when deconstructed radically subverts the value of the May
4" movement from an anti-traditional perspective. The discourse of the May 4" movement in a multi-dimensional
view highlights the diversified expressions of values. Although coexisting, the three discourse modes are not in a
parallelized structure. As the mainstream discourse running through the history, the rationality of revolutionary dis-
course has changed into modernity depending on its inherent revolution logic, which has set the stage for the mod-
ernization and thereby, today’ s modernization is the result of revolution. Progressing and surpassing one by one the
three kinds of discourse have transmitted the social function and times value of the discourse of May 4" movement
during the social transformation and the cultural change. The diversification of research methods and the extension
of research perspectives highlight the academic circle’ s ability to balance the relationship between political stance
and academic research, construct a narrative system of integrity and objectivity, and mirror the future of socialism
with Chinese characteristics with the wisdom of the May 4" movement.

Key words : the discourse of the May 4" movement; the revolutionary discourse; the modern discourse; the post-

modern discourse
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