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Culture as a Whole Way of Life

On Raymond Williams’ view of common culture

WANG Tong
( Graduate School, Party School of the Central Committee of CPC,Beijing, 100091 ,China)

Abstract ; Industrialism has brought all kinds of malpractices and human nature alienation to British society. By in-

specting the“ Culture and Society” tradition, the concepturalizingprocess of “Culture” and the ideas to solve the
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problem of a variety of key thinkers, British cultural researcher Raymond Williams selects the unique assertion that
“culture is a whole way of life” , and explains the formation of a common culture in the contrast analysis of elite
culture and mass culture. At the same time, it is believed that there are three-dimensional characteristics in the i-
dea of “culture as a whole way of life” ,that is, sociality, criticism and conventionality. The thought can solve the
problem of a multiple relationship between class, individual, society and culture and highlight the realization of the
integrity function of culture. In addition, this cultural view, identical to the values of “a community with shared fu-
ture for mankind” at the moment, is an in-depth discussion and development from perspective of culture. It is of
important for human survival and development under post-industrial civilization.

Key words : Williams ; common culture ; whole; characteristics; community
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