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The Historical Logic of Marx’ s Theory of Metabolic Rift

REN Yi-bu, MENG Hong-bin
(School of Marxism, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710000, China)

Abstract: The theory of metabolic rift is an important theoretical achievement in Marx’ s investigation of the devel-
opment and changes of urban-rural relations under the capitalist system. It is indispensable for the construction of
ecological civilization to understand the historical logic of the theory and grasp the overall picture of its creation and
development. Metabolic rift, an inevitable outcome of the contradictory movement between productive forces and
production relations, exists before the capitalist society came into being, and is of repairable characteristics due to
the restriction of the development level of productive forces. The capitalist mode of production drives metabolic rift
to a climax. The anti-ecological nature of capital logic determines irreparable rift in capitalist society. Only when
the society has enter into a communist society and the productive forces develops up to a level that human domina-
tion of nature no longer appears in the form of destruction and conquest, will the irreparability of metabolic rift fade
away and realize the sublation of itself.

Key words : metabolic rift; ecological civilization; historical logic
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