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Ekstasis of “the Present” ; A Thinking of the Temporal Compatibility of Heritage

Preservation from the Perspective of Western Philosophy

ZHANG Yang
(School of Architecture and Urban Planning , Huazhong University of Science and Technology,
Wuhan 430074 , China)

Abstract ; Problems arising in the modern cultural heritage preservation are of temporality. Consulting the temporali-
ties of Western philosophy, a mapping mechanism from the philosophical temporality to the temporality of heritage
preservation is established to do the research on the content and the essence of time respectively. It is considered
that the missing of the main body of “the present” leads to the flow interruption of time and becomes the root cause
of the antagonism between history and modernity. Therefore, with the compatibility attributes of post-modernism,
the missing “present” is activated twice to improve its main performance. In the first ekstasis, a balance between
time phases should be achieved by returning to the origin with innovation. In the second ekstasis, time phases
should be planned as a whole to achieve the coordination. In short, emphasizing the complete flow of heritage time
is an effective way to resolve the crisis of cultural heritage preservation, for “the present” needs to be co-ordinated
with “the past future”.
Key words : cultural heritage; heritage preservation; Western philosophy; temporality; post-modernism; compati-
bility path
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