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The Writing of Class Affiliation in Hardy’ s Novels

CHEN Zhen
( College of Foreign Languages, Qinghai Nationalities University, Xining 810007, China)

Abstract; With the drive of British industrial revolution in the 19th century, the social transformation broke the o-
riginal social form and the class structure. Because of the fact that the middle class was growing in power, the aris-
tocracy was in decline, family values were fading, class consciousness was enhanced, and money and wealth be-
came the measure of value that defines the class level, the writing of class affiliation provided themes for realist lit-
erature. Succeeding in the English literature tradition of realism, Hardy’ s novels truly reflects the class situation of
the agricultural communities in Southwestern England in the aspects of class stratification, class identity, class
mobility, class conflict, class awareness, class and marriage, and so on. In a word, his works discloses the com-
plicated humanistic connotation that the wealth and capital is the basis of class sketches the social class in English
countryside and epitomizes the situation of 19th — century English class.

Key words: Hardy’ s novels; class awareness; class identity; class hierarchy; class mobility; class form
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