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On the Anti-value and Its Enlightenment in Contemporary Capitalist Economics

Based on David Harvey’ s Anti-value Theory
WANG Jing-yi, HUANG Zai-sheng
(School of politics, University of National Defense, Shanghai 201600, China)

Abstract : Based on Marx’ s interrelated thesis on “the loss of value” , “the negation of value” and “not-value” in
his political and economic works such as Manuscripts of Economics 1857 — 1858, David Harvey has deeply studied
the anti-value issues in capital as value in motion in his latest book Marx, Capital and the Madness of Economic
Reason, and formed a relatively systematic anti-value theory. Accordingly, this paper points out that the anti-value
is an important factor to constitute a unity of opposites between the process and the value as far as the movement of
capital as value in motion is concerned. It involves the denial of value, the devaluation, and the resistance to capi-
talist value law. At the same time, this paper investigates and explores a series of anti-value phenomena in contem-
porary capitalist economy, such as the infinite expansion of capital organic composition owing to the development of
intelligentization, the serious hollowing out of industry, and the zero marginal cost of information goods. Moreover,
it analyzes the resulting alienations that have many characteristics of the times. Finally, comparing the new changes
of contemporary capitalism, this paper puts forward some reference and enlightenment for the high-quality develop-
ment of the Chinese socialist market economy.

Key words :the loss of value; David Harvey; the anti-value
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