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The Practice of Somaesthetics: a Brief Discussion of Tattoo Art
in the Tang Dynasty

WEI Shuan-xt, LIU Jing
( School of Language, Literature and Law, Xi’ an Univ. of Arch. & Tech. , Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract ; Displaying the glamor of the human body by an attached beauty of ornaments, tattoo art can be seen as a
unique practice of somaesthetics. Not until the middle and late Tang Dynasty has Tattoo developed from an original
totem symbol or a primitive penalty mark into the body decoration art. Whether it is to highlight an aesthetic taste,
or to release resenting emotions, or to pose as a lover of art, tattoo customs have become an aesthetic fashion of the
times that the masses chase after due to the thriving of social thoughts, culture and economy in the Tang Dynasty.
It also meets the psychological need of every class for group identity and self-identification on different levels. Tak-
ing the human body as a direct aesthetic carrier or field to shape, demonstrate and appreciate beauty, tattoo in the
Tang Dynasty turns itself from a punishment of branding one’ s face into the practice of somaesthetics. Starting the
aesthetic observation and artistic shaping of the human body, Tattoo is metaphorized as not only the discipline of the
physical body to those ancient Chinese who intende to rebel against political ethics, but also the inner impulse and
possibilities to seek the freedom of life and the liberty of the body.

Key words : somaesthetics; Tang Dynasty; tattoo
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0.029 lower than the former ratio. This reflects the quality level of industrial economic development under high
quality requirements. In each year, the green total factor productivity is lower than the traditional total factor pro-
ductivity in the industry of Jiangsu Province, though there is a relatively consistent trend of changing in the two.
Namely, the year of 2016 as a turning point witnesses the trend of “decline firstly and then rise” with a difference
of —0.126 on average. The average value of industrial green total factor productivity ( GTFPCH) in three major re-
gions of Jiangsu Province is sorted as follows: South Jiangsu > Central Jiangsu > North Jiangsu, which corre-
sponds nearly with its economic development and technological innovation level. According to the conclusion of em-
pirical analysis, the paper puts forward countermeasures and suggestions such as formulating an overall plan of dif-
ferentiated policies and measures to motivate the balanced development of industrial economy, accelerating the in-
dependent innovation and application in industrial science and technology in Jiangsu Province to upgrade industrial
technology and management, optimizing the rational allocation to promote the efficient and intensive utilization of
industrial resources and as well as the transformation and upgrading of industrial structure.

Key words: Jiangsu Province; High quality; green total factor productivity; Malmquist-Luenberger; index
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