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Confucianism and Chinese Classical Garden

LIN Ying
(School of Design, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract : It has always been believed that Chinese classical gardens are deeply influenced by the thought of Taoism
and Zen, but that is not the case. After Confucius founded Confucianism in the Spring and Autumn Period, Dong
Zhongshu established a new system of Confucianism in the Han Dynasty which blends the ideas of Taoism and Yin-
yang & Five-element School. Undoubtedly, it is the growth and decline of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism
due to their on-again, off-again relationship that has influenced Chinese classical gardens since the Jin Dynasty.
The heart-mind theory in the Song Dynasty enriches greatly the spatial relation and scenic design of Chinese classi-
cal gardens, for it conceives the original opinion of Chinese view and system of man and nature to embrace and re-
produce an enormous universe into a very little space. At the same time, Confucianism has implanted specific genes
in various aspects of classical gardening such as living experience, aesthetic proposition, aesthetic realm, garden
aesthetics, and garden artistic conception, thus forming a unique landscape experience of Chinese garden. In fact,
there is still a long way to go for the restoration and reconstruction of classical gardens based on this criterion.

Key words : Confucianism; Chinese classical garden; Shaoshui Stream with Rolling Stones; the golden mean; the

thought of metaphorizing gentleman’ s virtue
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