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One Conception of “New Women” in the May 4th Movement

An investigation into the image of “girl” on the May 4th new poetry
ZHANG Hui-juan
(College of Liberal Arts, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract ; Presented in an emotional and abstract manner in the translated poems of the late Qing Dynasty, the im-
age of “girl” got rid of the empirical entity and became a functional carrier of special emotional orientation and spir-
itual disposition. The dual cultural features, either Chinese and western or classical and romantic, provide tran-
scendental experiences for the May Fourth New Poetry. Elaborated as the representations of “girl” in the new poet-
ry, images of “lovers” and “landscape” coincide with the individual emancipation and women’ s pursuit of inde-
pendent personality, which are trends of cultural thoughts and narrative logic in the era of the May 4th Movement.
In the emotional structure, the absent state of “girl” interprets the fact that women exist as “the others”. In a
word, the characterization of “girl” in the May Fourth New Poetry shows the embryonic period of a modern turn,
though it is hard to shake off the entanglement of traditional cultural cognition, namely, “male-centered, female-
marginalized”. May Fourth intellectuals are reluctant and ambivalent about whether to accept the traditional culture
with mixed love-hate feelings.

Key words: May 4th New Poetry; girl; romance; new woman; “the others”
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