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“The Contemporary Foreign Architecture” in the Ancient Capital

An analysis of the design works by foreign architects in Xi” an (1978—2020)
SONG Hui', CAO Tian'?
(1. College of Architecture, Xi’ an Univ. of Arch. and Tech. , Xi’ an 710055, China;

2. The Second Huasheng Architecture Design Office, China United Northwest Institute for Engineering
Design & Research Co. , Lid. , Xi” an 710077, China)

Abstract ; Since the reform and opening up in the early 1980s, foreign architects as a new force have stepped onto
the stage of contemporary design practice of Chinese architectures, and the design works of foreign architects are not
uncommon especially in the coastal area of southeast China. Also more than 40 buildings of this kind appeared suc-
cessively in Xi” an, which is a geographically interior city and was once an ancient capital. These works are either
modern architecture in pace with the historical environment of the ancient capital, or the bold and novel forms to di-
alogue with this city, hence a collision between the diversified contemporary architectural thoughts and the historical
context of the city. By combing the development of these architectural works and exploring the origin and history
behind the resulting forms, the paper analyzes the overall characteristics and development trends of the design
works by foreign architects in Xi” an in the past 40 years. A clear interpretation is given to its own characteristics
that contemporary architecture values the regional traditions in the multicultural context, and also its development
process from closed to open. The paper aims to clarify this period of architectural history and provide a mirror for
the design practice of contemporary architecture in Xi’ an. To examine the problems of pursuing the “odd, big,
and same” type of architecture in contemporary urban development in China would serve as the inspiration and re-
flection for contemporary urban architectural creation activities.

Key words: foreign architects; ancient capital, Xi’ an; history; contemporary architectural design
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