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A Research on the Cultural Origin of Yuanyuangong Temple

and Quanzhen Sect of Taoism

TONG Zhao-hui
(School of Architechture and Urban Planing, Beijing University of Civil Engineering and
Architecture , Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract ; Yuanyuangong Temple, a folk secret religious place where three religions of Buddhism, Taoism and Con-
fucianism are combined in one,was located in Huxian county of Shaanxi province in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
This is reflected in the colored paintings of " Wang Chongyangreceives Hao Datong as his disciple" and other draw-
ings alike. These drawings of ancient architecture show the inclusiveness of folk religious culture. Yuanyuangong
bears a strong cultural imprint of Quanzhen Sect and this is related to its influence in northern China during the
Yuan and Ming Dynasties. The historical facts that Emperor Shizong of the Ming Dynasty believed in Taoism would
unlock the mystery of the construction of Yuanyuangong today. The research in this paper can provide a certain aca-
demic reference for the protection of cultural heritage of Yuanyuangong Temple.

Key words: Huxian county; Qicun village ; Gongshutang Temple ; colored painting ; QuanzhenSect ; three religions in
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