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The Literary Features and the Cultural Implications of Yuanye

ZHANG Hua
(School of Language, Literature and Law, Xi’ an Univ. of Arch. and Tech. , Xi’ an 710055, China)

Abstract :Ji Cheng’ s Yuanye or Art of Garden-Building is the only monograph on gardening in Chinese history and
also an essay of high literary achievement with distinct literary features and strong cultural implications. Using a va-
riety of rhetoric techniques like antithesis, parallelism and allusion, Yuanye is rich in neat sentence patterns, har-
monious rthythm, gorgeous rhetoric, rich images, beautiful artistic conception, refined and reserved implication and
provoking thought, which forms a style of writing that is harmonious and unified with the beauty of classical gar-
dens. It embodies not only the Taoist philosophy that Tao models itself after nature to be keen on a peaceful and se-
cluded place, but also the Confucian thought of practical applications in reality to pursue the beauty of elegance.
These are the precious experiences left by the ancient gardeners, which have a far-reaching influence on the later
gardening works and great reference value.
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