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Consumption Ideology, Visual Culture and Body Consumption

ZHOU Hong-jun, XU Xiang-yang
(School of Humanities, Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723001, China)

Abstract ; As a concrete practice of symbol consumption, body consumption presents a complicated ecological image
due to the influence of consumption ideology and visual culture. On the one hand, the consumption ideology and
the turn of visual culture endow the body with new aesthetic value, deepen the subject’ s self-awareness, provide a
realistic basis for individual body consumption, and promote the capital practice of body consumption; on the other
hand, consumption ideology and the mass media degrade the body into a consumer goods, attribute symbolical func-
tion to body consumption to distinguish identity and highlight individuality, and constantly create the illusion of a
youthful body to make the subject fall into the blind worship of the perfect body in the visual landscape. The body
becomes an aesthetic fantasy in the consumption era and as well a code in cultural construction rather than a real
human body.
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