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From Private to Public: the Continuous Evolution of the Chinses-Western Blending

Decoration of Overseas Chinese Buildings in Kulangsu

DING Fan-zhuo, ZHANG Ji-xiao
(College of Arts and Design, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract ; The overseas Chinese culture in southern Fujian, a special cultural form after multi-cultural integration,
reflects mainly a blend of Chinese and Western cultures, especially in the material performance of architectural dec-
oration. This combination of Chinese and Western architectural decoration is likely to broaden the local traditional
art, thus visualizing the unique local architectural decoration style. By using historical review, field investigation,
comparative analysis and other research methods, this paper discusses the unique cultural context embodiedin the
architectural decoration in overseas Chinese buildings in Kulangsu, Xiamen. It is formed after the cultural collision
between the foreign cultures brought by overseas Chinese in southern Fujian and the local traditional decoration cul-
ture of buildings in southern Fujian. Combined with modern design aesthetics, this architectural decorative style
system would play an important role continuously in shaping the image of urban public buildings in southern Fujian
with a simplified new form.

Key words:overseas Chinese culture; overseas Chinese buildings; Kulangsu; the integration of Chinese and West-
ern style; cities in southern Fujian.
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