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The Conversion of Buddhist Temples to Residence in Chang’ an City

in the Sui and Tang Dynasties from the Perspective of Space Competition

——A case study of the merging of Buddhist temples in Daxing

City during the Daye Reign of the Sui Dynasty

LIANG Ke-min
(Institute of Culture and History, Shaanxi Academy of Social Sciences, Xi’ an 710065, China)

Abstract: A lot of Buddhist temples in Daxing Citywere merged during the Daye Reign of the Sui Dynasty. Accord-
ing to document records, the combinations took place in three periods: the seventh year of the Daye Reign, the
middle period during the Daye Reign and the middle periods during the Daye and Wude Reigns. The abandoned
Buddhist temples are mainly located around Lirenshi (the Western Market ) west of Zhuque Gate and various resi-
dential blocks west of the Imperial City with a few in the east of Zhuque Avenue. It is due to the transformation of
different urban functions caused by the growing housing demand of the urban population and the rapid expansion of
Buddhist temples in Daxing City. In Chang’ an city of the Tang Dynasty, there were also cases where dwelling hou-
ses were converted into temples or vice versa. The conversion between Buddhist temples and houses in the city re-
sults essentially from the space competition between religious function and residential function of the city,by which
the urban space structure in Chang’ an City of the Sui and Tang Dynasties is adjusted to promote the further devel-
opment of the city.

Key words: Sui and Tang Dynasties; Chang’ an City ; Buddhist temple ; residence ; space competition
(gt w5 it )

R

D K227 CRPT IR ) % stoRHE AR, W T W 1R 1 B 39 Bl e 3 b A7 4 BT S4R AR R

@ (LG WIE A (Folk) —4F VRS T BT % T TN B0 A, R 22 L 5 0 S, RO, e Kook
AT MR T, BB 2 M, A BRAAT I . (CBHHL S22 Bt ) 4 40 Rzl A L2 ) ,902 5T ) Il W 42) L -~ Wi Al
AR BT HARR A 2 WL AT ISR ATECH, SRIRAL. (T ILIE) 4 25 CRIATAT - 4R G ) CRIE B A 22)
5 52 (st ff - H5P9) NO. 2103,292 51.)

® (K1) 29I 1) ieak: " (Kolk) FidF, Pzt 49, B BLDURS, K SUBS— P L, B—F @ 5, O E BT R
7N HTF AT T T IUE 75 B e 2 2 BT, (808 )

@ (Bt - I« 1) iR Kl Fi AR 2 W47 8 907 546 11,46 019 956 11, P44 124 5.17 11"



