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A Study on the Morphological Characteristics of Daming
Ancient City in Ming and Qing Dynasties

XIE Kong, LIN Xin-ying
(School of Architecture and Art, Hebei University of Engineering, Handan 056038, China)

Abstract : As the first of the eight prefectures in Jifu, the special administrative districts around the capital, the Da-
ming Ancient City of Ming and Qing Dynasties has always been an important town in Hebei all the time. Based on
the research of historical data of the Ming and Qing Dynasties and the period of Republic of China and also the field
investigations, this article investigates the urban construction of Daming Ancient City in three important stages from
the Ming Dynasty. Moreover, it explores the natural environment, site selection characteristics, defense system,
street system, street profile form and other architectural features as a whole from the macro, medium, and micro
levels. With the field investigation and street restoration, the article analyzes the morphology of Daming Ancient
City, for it is “a square city with cross street” , a typical case of northern city construction in the Ming Dynasty in
China. The resulis show that: 1) the site selection and layout of Daming Ancient City in Ming and Qing Dynasties
is determined by the terrain environment that is high in the west and low in the east and the climatic conditions; 2)
the surrounding moats, the cross street pattern, and the grid layout form a bionic pattern of “turtle city” ; 3) the
distribution of functional buildings forms a political, commercial and cultural space in the south of the city, and a
small market space in the north of the city, thus an urban pattern of “a court in the front and a market at the
back”.
Key words ;: Daming Ancient City; Ming and Qing Dynasties; urban morphology; morphological characteristics
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