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Myth of Heaven and Man

Comparison of Tagore and Feng Tang’ s Views on Civilization

WU Peng
(School of Chinese Language & Literature, University of Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: An extensive discussion has been aroused about the contemporary Chinese writer Feng Tang due to his
controversial translation of Stray Birds, although the choice of translation also shows an ideological agreement be-
tween him and Tagore. The ideological connection between Feng Tang and Tagore lies primarily in their views on
civilization, namely their thinking about civilization and nature. Tagore’s idea revolves around individual-oriented
and human-targeted dimensions. He demands that both individuals and groups should shed the fascination with
power and convert to natural divinity. Feng Tang’ s thoughts of civilization are mainly reflected in his creation of no-
vels. He regards civilization as a form of coexistence that embraces desire and at the same time looks forward to
freedom. The similarities and differences between the two writers’ views on civilization are highlighted by their atti-
tudes towards the integration of nature and human ingenuity. They both have a strong passion for nature. Tagore de-
velops it into a rejection of human ingenuity, while Feng Tang unifies them into an intrinsic whole. Their disparate
views on civilization stem from their varied historical context, family background, and writing standard idea. To
clarify the dialogue between Tagore and Feng Tang’ s views on civilization across times and nations will contribute to
a deeper understanding of Tagore’ s ideological system and its significance for contemporary cultural development.

Key words:Tagore; Feng Tang; views on civilization; natural divinity; human ingenuity
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Learning from the Ancient Literature Theory and Creating a New Style of

Literary Criticism

On Tong Qingbing’ s achievements in the study of The Literary Mind and

Dragon Carving

XU Song
( College of Humanities, Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723001, China)

Abstract; Tong Qingbing has studied The Literary Mind and Dragon Carving for more than 20 years. His achieve-
ment was threefolds: to learn from previous achievements, to develop modern research methods, and to inspire con-
temporary literary writing. Drawing on the essence of ancient Chinese literary theories and classical literary works,
he frequently employs some relevant parts to interpret another piece of ancient literary theoretical materials. He ci-
ted the modern research achievements of The Literary Mind and Dragon Carving, and praised highly Xu Fuguan’s
viewpoint. With his unique temperament, character and self-cultivation, Tong’ s study forms a new interpretative
style of ancient literary theory, that is, the academic pursuit with farsighted view, the confidence in Chinese culture
in the comparison between Chinese and western literary theories, a plain and fluent writing style that expounds truth
and beauty. Based on his deep thinking on contemporary literary creation, he believes that Liu Xie’ s ideas are also
enlightening for our literary creation today. It is possible to find a breakthrough for the creation of new poetry and
maintain the glory of classical poetry in new styles by studying in depth the literary criticism discourses of Tong
Qingbing, Zhu Guanggian, Miu Yue and Xue Fuguan.
Key words : Tong Qingbing; The Literary Mind and Dragon Carving; Xu Fuguan; literary theory

[ gl st ]

R
@ HPIWIHAL 9V B QE R TR AR, FBE0 20 IR AR TR R A



