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A Brief Discussion on Ellen Wood’ s Critique of the New “True” Socialism

ZHANG Chen-rut ,WU Ning
(School of Marxism, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234 , China)

Abstract : Ellen Wood criticized the new “true” socialism that is based on “Post-Marxism”. The core of this theory
advocates the removal of class and class struggle from the socialist project and attempts to reach socialism through
the extension of capitalist democracy. Departing from Marxism and representing class retreat, this ideology has mis-
conceptions about democracy and multiple misjudgments about the goals of socialism. Wood’ s insistence on using
Marx’ s theory of class and history theory to analyze the new changes in contemporary capitalist society provides a
new perspective to consolidate and develop Marxist theory. However, there are also limitations such as ignoring oth-
er revolutionary forces and lacking of systematic criticism of the new “true” socialism.
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