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A Research on the Spatial Structure and Planning Method of Quanzhou City
in the Tang and the Five Dynasties

YE Ya-le, WU Ting-hai
(School of Architecture , Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084 , China )

Abstract : Quanzhou, a famous historical and cultural city, was successfully inscribed on the World Heritage List in
2021. It is significant to study its urban planning to understand its heritage value. The planning and construction
stages of Quanzhou City in the Tang and the Five Dynasties could be divided according to the construction events
and the textual research of city walls, city gates, streets and other key architectural elements reveals the spatial
structure of Quanzhou City in four phases. It is found that the key elements were distributed in rings or crosses with
Yingmen Gate as the center and 50 bu (about 76.5 meters) as the modulus and the spatial pattern shows an obvi-
ous integrity. The urban axis line and center are constructed in harmony with the topographical landscape, thus em-
bodying the features of mountain, water and city as a whole. Based on the planning theory of ancient Chinese cit-
es, the paper indicates that the planning of Quanzhou in the Tang and Five Dynasties followed the pattern of “cen-
ter selection, orientation adaption, grid arrangement, circular distribution and structure determination”. It is pro-
posed that an overall protection of the city heritage of Quanzhou should be enhanced by highlighting the heritage
value of the planning and incorporating relevant natural elements into the protection system.

Key words : spatial structure; loyout mode; planning method; city administration; planning heritage
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