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A Review of Protection Research of Chang’ an City Site of the Sui and
Tang Dynasties

DI Wer
(College of Architecture, Xi’ an Univ. of Arch. &Tech, Xi’ an 710055, China)

Abstract : Chang’ an City in the Sui and Tang Dynasties, the eastern starting point of the Silk Road, became the
greatest capital in the East Asia in the Middle Ages with its grand scale and rigorous layout, which had a far-reac-
hing impact on the capital construction of later China and East Asian countries. After the Tang Dynasty the urban
constructions of Xi’ an were superimposed on this site so that the Sui and Tang Chang’ an City disappeared under-
neath gradually. The present archaeological excavations have revealed the overall scale and general layout of the
city site with prolonged conflicts between modern city construction and preservation of cultural relics and various dif-
ficulties in the overall protection of the city site all the way through. Besides, all kinds of research of Chang’ an
City site of the Sui and Tang Dynasties are relatively independent, and there is a lack of the macro-level research on
the close correlation between large sites and regional urban society and the holistic protection study on the site im-
pact assessment and protection mechanism in urban built environment. By comprehensively cataloguing the relevant
research on the protection of the Sui and Tang Chang’ an City Site and the theory and method of great heritage site
protection, the paper aims to provide a theoretical support to establish a control system of historical heritage space
of cities represented by Chang’ an City in the Sui and Tang Dynasties, and an important foundation to achieve the
overall protection objective of the Sui and Tang Chang’ an City Site.
Key words:the Sui and Tang Chang’ an City Site; the great heritage site protection; the Silk Road
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