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Study on Yangshi Lei’ s Family Education in the Qing Dynasty and

Its Artisan Spirit Inspiration

ZHANG Ying-tao, SHAN Lin-lin
(Tianjin Normal University, College of Fine Arts and Design, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract : The family education and craftsmen talent training of Yangshi Lei (Lei’ s family of royal architectural de-
sign) in the Qing Dynasty provides not only the experience guidance for the craftsmen training, but also the educa-
tional inspiration for the contemporary inheritance of artisan spirit. Based on the data research, this paper interprets
four distinct artisan achievements of Lei’ s family, explores three aspects of its family education and craftsmen train-
ing, and analyzes the dual influence of the family education on Yangshi Lei, hence the summary of the contempora-
ry inspiration of the artisan spirit contained in the family education. The research identifies four major achievements
made by Lei’ s family, such as the handing-down family tradition of part-time learning and part-time farming, the
collection of drawing archives, the appointment of chief designers and the architectural modeling. It also sorts out
the education concepts with family characteristics, the family education mechanism and the educational culture with
family tradition, which also brought good occupational soil and professional status for Lei’ s family to establish itself
in Yangshifang (a specialized design agency for royal architectural styles) in the Qing Dynasty. From an inductive
analysis of the traits of Lei’ s family education, the paper draws inspiration for the modern artisan spirit, that is,
the inheritance and pursuit of craftsmanship, the renovation and development of craftsman’ s artistry, the loyalty
and reverence for the craftsman’s skill. This provides a certain historical reference for the inheritance of contempo-
rary craftsmen, as well as some theoretical thought for the relevant research as well.

Key words: Yangshi Lei; family education; talent training; artisan spirit; architectural design family
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