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Four Contexts Triggering Young Marx’ s “Political Economy Turn”

ZHU Jin-tao, SUN Ying-lian
(School of Marxism, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: Marx’ s initial research focused on issues of law, religion and philosophy. But his field of study had
taken a “political economy turn” around 1843. In order to understand the “consistency” of the development of Ma-
rx’ s thought and respond to the “integrity” required in the innovative development of contemporary Marxism, the
paper analyzes the key literature from Yong Marx before and after his first study of the political economy. The con-
crete situation is restored in the four contexts that triggered Yong Marx’ s “political economy turn” , namely the real
life context, the communicative motivation context, the ideological development context and the position shift con-
text. In the light of the quadri-contexts, it can be found that this turn is an inevitable process of Marx’ s keen grasp
of the root causes of the problems in civil society and his persistent search for the emancipation of mankind. This
not only leads Marx to the path of abandoning the old philosophy, but also opens up a new horizon for his explora-
tion of human liberation.

Key words :the political economy turn; problem of the times; Young Marx
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