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Research on the Impact of Urban Integration of New Industrial Workers

on Land Transfer

An exploration from the Perspective of Land Complex

SHAO Jing-run
(School of Marxism, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract ; Using the data from the 2017 China Migrants Dynamics Survey, this paper explores the impact of the ur-
ban integration of new industrial workers on land transfer and its operational principles from the perspective of their
land complexes. The estimated results of the Probit model show that urban integration of new industrial workers can
effectively facilitate land transfer. For every one standard deviation increase in the comprehensive integration index
the probability of land transfer increases by 9.0% . The propensity score matching and group regression confirms
the robustness of the benchmark coefficients. And the estimated results remained reliable after the instrumental var-
iables are used to deal with endogeneity. The estimation results of the mediator model show that objective integra-
tion, such as economy, housing, and children’ s education, can partially reduce their survival dependence and the
emotional dependence on farmland. The subjective integration, such as identity integration and social integration,
can weaken new industrial workers’ emotional dependence on farmland, but cannot reduce their substantial depend-
ence on it. This research argues for the need to hold on the following ideas in the promotion of land transfer. Firstly,
the question of farmland size should be considered from both urban and rural areas. Secondly, in order to facilitate
land transfer-out, new industrial workers should enjoy the objective benefits such as housing and children’ s educa-
tion. Thirdly, all dimensions of objective integration and subjective integration should be taken into account, so that
new industrial workers can live in the city with dignity and reduce their land complexes through diligent work.

Key words:new industrial workers; urban integration; land complex; land transfer
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