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Oral Poetics and Ethical Literary Criticism

——A reflection on “literary text theory”

ZHOU Hong-jun, XU Xiang-yang
(School of Humanities, Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723000, China)

Abstract; Ethical literary criticism is a highly original literary criticism methodology developed by Professor Nie
Zhenzhao in 2004 in response to many issues emerging in the current literary criticism, which has gained wide-
spread influence in the academic circles home and abroad. Ethical literary criticism pays attention to the basic theo-
retical research, and has a theory of innovation and unity. Literary text theory is one of the basic theories of Ethical
literary criticism. In the study of the essence of literature, the “literary text theory” defines literature as “text art”
and creatively puts forward the concept of “brain text” to solve the basic theoretical issues like literary form. How-
ever, the “text” in ethical literary criticism mainly refers to the narrow sense of “literal text” , excluding the lan-
guage-based “oral text” in the embryological sense, which confines the scope and object of ethical literary criti-
cism. Besides, ethical literary criticism regards “brain text” as the text of oral literature, which is not fully in line
with the production, dissemination and acceptance of oral texts, and cannot scientifically and comprehensively de-
scribe literary phenomena and reveal the essence of literature. With interdisciplinary methods and perspectives, the
paper discusses oral poetics and other theories and analyzes the understanding of “literary text theory” on “literary
form” , “text type” and “literary essence” to bridge the gap between “text” and “language” in ethical literary criti-
cism. It would promote the theoretical perfection of “literary text theory” in ethical literary criticism and provide ref-
erence for interdisciplinary research of ethical literary criticism in anthropology, folklore and other fields.
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