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Pursuing the Lost Civilization in the Folk Society; The Remains of Ancient

Architecture Feature of “Lan’ e Yueliang Zao” in Dwellings of Southeast Shanxi

MA Jia-qi, LIU Su
(School of Architecture, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: As a typical Jiangnan architectural feature, Lan’ e Yueliang Zao was a very common practice in the folk
houses in Southeast Shanxi during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, but the form and style differed from that in the
Ming and Qing residences in Jiangnan region. Lan’e Yueliang Zao in the folk houses in Southeast Shanxi should be
the inheritance and preservation of the ancient architecture structure of the Song and Jin Dynasties. By sorting a
large number of wooden structures of Lan’ e Yueliang Zao, this paper points out that this structure was originated in
the Jiangnan region of China and prevailed in the official architecture of Central China in the early 12th century and
even far into Shanxi. Unfortunately, the technique disappeared in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties for it failed to in-
tegrate itself into the construction system of official architecture in Northern China. On the contrary, this architec-
tural practice from the south of the Yangtze River was absorbed actively in the building of folk houses in Southeast
Shanxi and used until the Ming and Qing Dynasties. While tracing the origin of Lan’ e Yueliang Zao in folk houses
in Southeast Shanxi, this paper further interprets the features of the official architecture in Central China during the
Song and Jin Dynasties as well as the process and method that building technique of Jiangnan and Bianliang trans-
ferred northward between Song and Jin Dynasties.

Key words: Lan’ e Yueliang Zao; folk houses in Southeast Shanxi; architecture of Song and Jin Dynasties; the

spread of architectural technology
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